INTELLIGENCE TESTS
from 20 to J before this age he is better than the average,
in this single test. If he cannot do so till later, he is worse
than the average. This age is the age at which the average
child, or more strictly the median child, can carry out this
particular task. A similar age can be found for each of
the proposed tests, and they can be ranged in an order
of difficulty, those being deemed more difficult for wLdch
a more mature age is necessary. And to each test can be
assigned an age, at which 50 per cent.1 of children can
pass it.
In the third place, Binet adopted the mental age scale.
This step follows on naturally from the preceding. Having
first tested our tests on large numbers of children, we can
then—but not till then—proceed to use the tests to test
children. An individual child is plied with these questions
under exactly the same conditions as those ruling in the
work of standardizing. We find which he can pass and
in which he fails, and thence are able to state that his
performance is equal to that of the average child of £ years.
This is called his " mental age " If it exceeds his actual
age, he is above average intelligence; if it is less, he is
below.
We have in this brief statement glossed over one diffi-
culty which early arose. When we test the child we do
not, as a rule, find that he can answer all the easier ques-
tions up to a certain point after which he can answer no
more* On the contrary, what we find is that though he
breaks down at a certain question, he can answer two or
three of those ranked in our list as more difficult. This
is simply because children are not all alike in their talents,
and our order of difficulty of the tests is only correct on the
average. Under these circumstances the modern practice
is to give Trim credit for all the tests passed. In Terman's
revision of the Binet Scale there are six tests per year,
2 There has been controversy abou. this percentage, which is cleared
up by Cyril Bart on p. 140 of Mental and Scholastic Tests, London, 1921.
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